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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To make preventable the 
deceleration of a transfer speed by reducing the overhead 
time caused by a seek between zones or change in the 
number of disk rotations by providing at least two information 
recording layers and making at least two information recording 
layers have mutually the same zone configuration. 
SOLUTION: Concerning a method for using the spare area of 
an information recording and reproducing device, when there 
is no empty sector in the spare area in a certain zone (zone N 
of a layer (1)) of a disk-shaped information recording medium, 
not the spare area in the other zone (zone N-1 of the layer 
(1), for example,) of the same information recording layer but 
a spare area in the same zone of the other information 
recording layer (zone N of a layer (2)) is used. Thus, access 
time is improved without changing the number of rotations. 
Therefore, the deceleration of an average transfer speed can 
be suppressed in comparison with the case of using the spare 
area in the other zone of the same information recording 
layer. 
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